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-” .$. JAMES II. 24, 


Ye ſee then how 
by Faith only. 


F jt was ah uſual thing to take two Texts to a Sermon, I Wou'd ſub. 


joyn to the Words which I have now read to you thoſe in Rom. 3.28, | 


( or fome other Text of ſome of St. Paul's Epiſtles to the ſame pur- 
pole.) Therefore we conclade that a Man is juſtify'd by Faith , and [ wou' 
read rhem both together, as the Theme or Subject whereon I inreng to 
diſcourſe at this time, 

For this is indeed my preſent Deſign ; 
James by themſcives, that is, as laying down a Notion of Juſtification, to 
appearance, contrary to what St. Paul teaches in that other Text : But to 
ſhew thar-St. Paul and St, Fames,tho? they differ in Words and Expreſſions, 
do yer really both tedch the ſame DoArine ; That neither doth St. Paul, 
in excluding Works from having any thing to do in our Juſtification, mean 
to exclude ſuch Works as St. Zames here declares to be neceflary ; neither 
on the other ſide doth St. James, in aſſerting the Neceſſity of good Work:, 
together with Faith, and as the effects of ir, mean to attribute more to 
thcm than St. Paul does. 


Bur before I proceed ro ſhew how theſe two Apoſtles may, 2s I think, | 


be fairly reconcil'd, it may not be amiſs to premiſe this one thing, 12, 
Thar if that Solution of this Dificulry, which I ſhall by and by propoſe, 


ſhould nor ſeem clear and Satisfattory, and if we con'd not think of any o« } 


ther way whereby theſe two Divine Writers, might to our Apprehenfion, 
be reconciled together, and made vo ſpeak the ſame thing ; it wou'd never- 
theleſs in that caſe, be reaſonable to ſtick to the Words of St. James, in 


their {trict and moſt natural Signification, and to ſuppoſe that St. Paulis | 


to be interpreted by him, rather than he by St, Paxl, and conſequently to 
rake for granted, that the DoQrine which we are here taught in ex- 
preſs Words by St, Fames ( viz. that Works are neceſſary as well.as Faith, 
to render us ſuch as God will approve of and juſtify at the laſt Day ) is un- 
doubtedly tre, altho' we cou'd not tell which way Sr, PawPs'Words might 
be fairly mterpreted in the ſame Senſe. This I ſay appears reaſonable 
upon ſeveral Accounts. As namely, 

1, Becauſe we have an expreſs Teftimony of Scripture,that in St. Paul 
Writings there are ſome things hard to be underſtood which they that art 
wnlearned and unſtable wreſt——to their own, Deſtrution, | 2 Pet. 3. 16.] 


And tis probable that thoſe Places wherein he treats concerning Juſtifica-| 


tion by Faith only, 'may be reckon'd in that Number. And this St, Augt- 
tin fay expreſly, viz. That the chief Difficulty of all in St. Paul's Epiſtit, 
& his jo much Commendation of that Faith, which he ſays does juftify ; by 
which ignorant Men underſtanding nothing _alſe but only an Aſſent of the 
- Mind to the Truths of the Goſpel which prime and moſt-proper 
Nation of the Word ro thewce in 
juliſy and ſave a Mate 


that by Works a Man s juſtify d, and not [ 


not to handle theſe Words of Se. | 


ife it mot neceſſary | 
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Upon, or an Explication of wat. Sr, Pa! had wii 


FY1l ; 4 indeed if St. Peter had not, made this Obſervation concerning the 


Obſcurity ;of ſome: of Sr, Paul's Writings, t15 neverthelcſs no mere thin 
what every 0nc that reads the Bible mult netds obicrys; ViRs thar the 
Fpiſtlex of St, Paul.eſpecially where h. handlcs Controverfy,zre the hardeſt 
to-be underſtood (excepr perhaps the Propncics that arg nut ye; accom 
pliſh'd,.) of any, parts of che New Teflament + | b 
And on the orher fide, it is no cls obvions to be obſery 4, that ig-F 
piftle of St. Zames, and this Chaprer of it in par icular, . 1, th appearance 
yery plain and clear; and that, both in the Conclutop which it /ays down:, 
wit. that wa axe Juſtify'd by Warks, and not by Farth ouly, a nd allo in the 
Argaments whereby this Concluſion is, made good, fromthe 1.49 Verſe vi 
this-Chapter.to the end. | EP > | | 

Now if the Caſe be thus, as it plainly ſeems to be, nothing can.be more 
unreaſonable than to interpret this Place of St- James by thole of St. Paul, 
that is a plain Place by au obſcure one ; and on the other dc, nothing can 
be fairer-than when, we meet withrany crabbzd or ditfcult Place in any 
Author, to. ſee whether his meaning be nor elfewhere cxpreſs'd more clear- 
ly, aad-if it be, to. conclude. that. the intricate, Place ar the ſame meaning 
with the plain, one, altho' we know gor how: well to reconcile the Words 
and Phraſes thercof to ir. 

And this is the Caſe here: For tho' St. Paul and St. Fames were diffe- 
rent Wricers,. yer the. Author of both their Epiſtles was the ſame, wiz, the 
Holy Spirit of God, by whoK Inſpiration they both wrote: Their Writings 
are conſequently both of tkem Parts of that, one everlaſting Goſpel,by which 
God will judge the World ; aad. rhcy de both of them contain ( only in 
different Expreſſions ) the Artiglgs of the ſame Covenant between God and 
vs. .1t is reaſonable therefore in this Calc, to obſerve the ſame Method that 
ve doin other the like Caſes, viz, to pur ſuch a Senſe and Interpretation, 
a any difficulc or ambiguous Paſlzge thar we meet with any where therein, 
as to make it agree to and conſiſt with thoſe other Paſſages in the ſame 
Book or Writing, which ſcem to be mors plaialy expreficd, and of the 
Meaning of which there can be 1c{s Difpure, 

:4\2+ Another Reaſon why I think ( if we could not caſily reconcile St, 
Pexl with St, James ) we ought rather to embrace the Literal Senſe of Sr. 
James, than that of St Paul, and to conclude with him that good Works 
are neceſſary ro our Jultification and Salvation, as weil a Faith is, becaule 
(25 is obſery'd by ſeveral of the Ancicnrs ) this Epiſtle of St. Fames ( as 
likewiſe the firkk of St. 7ohn, the Second of St, Peter, and that of St. Jude) 
Ya written on parpolſe to rectific rhe Mittakes thar ſome had fallen into, 
trough their Miſunder{tanding of ſome of St. Paul's Writings. | V. Gree. 
in Jam, V2. 
; Now if this be ſo, we may reaſonably conclude, that St James deſiga- 
mg. this Diſcourſe of his concerning Taith and Works as a Commentary 
ttc beforc upon the fame 
SWDject, was very carctul to avoid all rhat Obſceriry and Ambiguity of 
Expreton, which hid occation'd tie Wiltings of St. Pau! co be io groily 
miſunderſtood, and wreſtet! to Lych ill purpoſts, as bt. Peter obleryes they 
\, i 9 had 
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had been by ſame ignorant and perverſe Men ; and conſequently that Se; ** 
1ames uſes the Words Faith and, Works in that Senſe, which is moſt natural 


and obvious, in that Senſe wherein Common Readers were, moſt like to 
underſtand them:Whereas St. Pan's Epiſtles T mean thoſe wherein he hand- 
ies this ſame Subjct ) being written wirh another Deſign, as I ſhall ſhew 
bereaficr, it may well be ſuppoſed that he,” having «in his writting them 
an Eye to his main Deſign, ( which was to ſhew the Neceſſity of embracing 
the Chriſtian Faith, and the no Obligation that lay upon Chriſtians from 
the Ceremonial. Law of Moſes}, was more careleſs in his other Expref- 


{ions , as not fearing that any Perſon' , inſtructed. in the Chriftlan 


Religion , wou'd ever {6 'groſly mifunderſtand and pervert this Words, 
as _to think that be intended to give Encouragement to a lewd and diſſo. 
lute Life. | SE $ fs kc TW 
But this, nevertheleſs, ſome 'did think at leaſt they pleaded St. Pauls 
Authority for ir, That if Men did but believe aright, it was no grezt 
matter how they liv'd.' - Againſt theſe rherefore our Apoftle 'St. - Fames 
ſers himſelf in this Chapter, and ſhews at large that Chriſtianity did not 
conkſt only in a true and ofthodox' Faith ; that a bare Belief" in Chrift, 
or of the Truths of the Goſpel, without bringing forth Fruits in our Life 
and Conyerſation, anfwerable to ſuch a Beliet, would be in' no wiſe ſuffi 
cicnt to juſtific or ſave us. he 

And that in writing this, he had an, Eye to what St. Paul had written 
before upon the ſame'SubjeR, 18 farther probable, becauſe he makes ufe 
of thar very Inſtance of Abraham to 'prove the Neceſlity. of good Works 
cogerher with Fzith, which St. Paxl had before brought againſt the Fews, 


ro theiv the ſufficiency of Faith alone withour Works, that it, without: 


thoſe Ceremanial Obſervances, which they would have preſs'd upon all 
other Chrifizans, and which they laid more ſtreſs upon, and did put more 
Confidence in, than in the weightier Matters of the Law, Fuſlice, Mercy 
«nd Fiazlity, | | 

This Ep:ftle of St, Fames therefore being written after St. Paul's Epiſt- 
le:, and to, very probably, with a Defign to explain them where they 
had been miſunderſtood it is reaſonable ro take for granted, that whar 
St. James here plainly afſerts, touching the [neceſſity of good Works to- 
gether with Faith, is the Senſe of Sr. Paul, altho' we cou'd not eaſily 
bring St, Paul's Words to it, Eſpecially if it be conſidered farther in the 
Third Place, | 

3+ Thar rho' tliis Epiſtle of Sr. Fames had been never written ; Nay, 
tho? there had not been one plain Text in the whole Bible expreſly afſer- 
ting the Inſofficiency of a meer Belief, or of an empty fruitleſs Farth.; yet 
we conld nor underitand thoſe Paſſages of St. Paxl, wherein he fo much 
magnities Faith, and-decries Works, in any other Senſe than what of. 
7ames here plainly teaches, without making thoſe Paſſages in St, Paul to 
evacuate all the reſt of the Bible, and ro contradi& the whole Deſign of 
t1;,2 Goſpel, 

For there is never a P2ge, hardly a Verſe in the whole Bible, wherem 


tle Nature of thar Covenant which God hath made with Mankind Is ' 


ſpoken 


% ve / 
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Goken of, which doth not either in expre 
contradi&t and diſapprove that Fla Notion of being ſayed only 
bare Belief, tho we take no care to lead our Lives ſuitable ro our 

Beliet. 

- Nov this is the Method that we obſerve in the Readiug of other Books ; 
we conſider the Scope and Deſign of the whole, and judge ot the Senſe of 
particular Paſſages with Reference to that : And if rhere be any ſingle 
Paſſage which we. apprehend not the meaning of, or which, ar the tirtt 
Reading, ſeems to:have another Meaning than is agreeable to the Author's 
main Deſign, we build nothing upon ſuch a Paſſage, but wait 2 while ro 
ſee if the Author will not elſewhere explain himſeit : And if he docs nor, 
and if at laſt we can't diſcern how that Paſſage can, withour ſumewhat 
training the Words, be reconcil'd with others; we conclude however, 
and take for granted, that the Author ( if he appears to be a Perſon of 
Judgment ) is conſiſtent with himſelf, and conſequently that in that Paſ- 
ſage, however the Words of it may ſound, he did nor mcan to thwarc 
and contradi& all the reſt of his Book. 

An this is the Caſe here ; for the Deſign of our Saviour's coming into 
the World was to make Men Holy ; all chat he did, and taughr, and ſfut- 
fer'd, had a tendency to effect this Deſign, and his whole Goſpel is in 4 
manner made up of Precepts, and Exhortations, rnd Encouragement to 
Godlineſs and Virtue, and of ſevere Threatnings againit all manner of 
Sin, { Rom, 1,18. ] The Wrath of God u« therein reveal'd from Heaven, 
againſt al Ungodlineſs and Unrighteouſneſs of Men, who hold the Truth in 
Unrighteouſneſs : theſe things are plain and undeniable ; this is manifeſtly 
the Scope and Deſign of the whole Bible ? And therefore altho' ſome few 
Paſſages in St. Paul's Writings ſhou'd in their molt obvious meaning ſeen 
to imply the contrary to this ; it wou'd be reaſonable however, to belicve 
and affect the indiſpenſible Neceſſity of an Holy Life, rogether with an Or- 
thodox Belief, rather than upon them alone to ground the Doctrinc, 
which, if true, wou'd plainly evacuate all the reſt of the Bible, and per- 
teqtly thwart and contradict the whole Deſign of the Goſpel, 

And this I thisk a ſure Ground for them to go upon who have not lei- 
_ _—> the point, or who after all their itudy, are not able clearly 
| ern how theſe two Apoſtles may te fairly reconciled in their feeraing- 
y contradictory Aſſertions, one ſaying, Thar we are juſtify'd by Faith, 
"= the other, Thac ws are juſtify'd by Works, and no?* by Faith only. 

hich Difference nevertheleſs [ bclieve it is not ſo hard a Matticr ro 
rr as at the firſt ſight it may appear to be ; the ſceming Contra- 
oa & _ lying, as I ſuppoſe, only in their uſing in differert 
Wars; e Words 7uſtify, Faith, and Works :; Every one of which 
p 5a of, and is very often in Scripture us'd in different Sen- 

I, As to the Word Juſtify, not to trouble you with the Erymology of 


it, which j 
wary is bur an uncertain way of knowing the common Accepration of 
| Wer z nor yet'with the Senſe which Heathen Writers have us'd the 
"AE 0, from wheace we cannot with certainty collect in what Senſe the 
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$1cred Writcrs do uſe it ; it may be ſufficient to obſcrve,: That the 
obvious and uſaal Signification thereof in-Holy Scripture, is,” to: receive 
to Merey, to abſolve-and acquit from former Tranſgreiians, - When-God 
juſtifies 2 Man, it ts by forgiving him his Treſpaſſes, and accepting, eſteems 
ing and rewarding kim as a Righteous Perſon, altho* he is nor really and 
ftrialy ſuch, And thus St. Pau! himſelt ſeems to expound the Ward, in 
Rom. 3, 23, Being jultify'd freely by his Grace, through the Redemption 
tht js in Chrift Feſvs, whom God hath ſet forth to be a-propitiation thrg* 
Faith in hs Blood, to declrve his Righteouſneſs for the\Remiſſion of Sing 
that zre prft, through the forbearance of God. In . which Text, being jus 
iff d, and having our Sins remitted, ſcem'd to be us'd as Terms of the 
{lame Signification. And the Pſ[almi##, moaning to deſcribe the Blefleg» 
nes of 2 juſtify'd Ferſon, thus expreſſes it ; Blefſed are they whoſe Iniqui+ 
ries are forniven and whoſe Sins arc 'cover d, ( Plalm 32. 1.2 ) Bleſſed te 
the Man ty whows the Lord will not impute Sin. ( Rome 4. 5,6. 7,8. 
And indecd this is all the ſoſtitication thar Sinful Men; (and {uch all Men 
2re ) are capable of: For being in truth Sinuers, they.can't by a Juſt Gyg, 
he acquitted as Innocent ; They can therefore be juſtity'd no other way bue 
by having their Sins forgiven them, and by being receiv'd to Mercy ; for 
if God ſkonld enter into fri Judgment with us, 'no Man living coud be 
juſtify d iu bis Sight, as the Pſaimiſt ſays, ( Pjal. 143. 2.) Is. 
To juflify therefore, in the common Scriptural Notion of it is, to ab» 
ſolve from Guilc, to diſcharge from Puniſhment; and accordingly it is fre» 
quently in Scriptyre oppos'd to Cond: mnation, 4? z God that juſtifyeth, 
{\ays the ApoP!e, who is he that Condemngth ? ( Rom. 8.33, 34, ) And in 
another place, Being jufify'd by h:; Blood, we ſhal be ſaved from Wrath, 
through him. (Rom, 5.9.) | | Fi 
Now taking the Word in this Senſe, there is 2 !wo fold Fuſlification, 
Fir, When we take upon us the Proferion of the Chriitian Religion 
1m Baptiſm ; for then our pait Sins are forgiven us, then we are receiv'd 
:n0 2 Covenant of Grace and'Pardon. 
But this is not a full Jutification , for our Sins are not then clearly par- 
Jon'd and torgiver, becyuſe they may, afcer this be {ti}; imputed co us; 
nd ſo they will be, in c2{2 we afterwards do either in Protclhon or in 
Works dery thar Faith, which we then take upon us. Our Second there= 
tore, and our compleat and final Juſtification is not till the great Day of 
Jadgmenr, when God will for ever acquit trom the Guilt, and free from 
the Puniſhment of all their paſt Sins, all: thoſe who continu'd faithful tg 
thar Covenanr, which they cntred into with God ar their Baprtifm, ; 
Suppoling therefore at preſcnr that Sr. Paul and St. ZFames do by Faith 
and. Works both mean the ſame things ; Yer if they do not both ſpeak of 
the ſame Juſtification; if St, Paul, when he ſpeaks of Fuftification by Faith, 
means che Firft Fuſtification, which is diſpenſed ro us in Baptiſm ; and 
St. 7ames, when he affirne, that we are juſtify'd by Works, and nor by 
Faith only, means the Second and Final Juthcartion at the lait Day ; there 
1s lainly no manner ot Contrariety berween them, For it may be true, 
ten4rc in oracy to cu7 being 2dmitted into the Coycnant of Jann 
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and embrace the Chriſtian Religion ; ( and accordingly we may obſerve, 
thac as previous Diſpohtion to Baptiſm nothing elſe ſeems to be requir'd, 
but only that we ſhould belicve the Goſpel, and in Profeſſion renounce our 


” former Sins, according to that of St. Philip to the Eunuch, Ads 8, 37, 


(If thou believeſt with all thine Heart,thow mayſt be baptiz'd ; ) and yer it 
may. be true too, that our being pur into 2 juitify'd ftare by Baptiſm, will 
in the event be no advantage to us, bur rather only increaſe our Condem- 
gation, unleſs afterwards we continue true and faichtul to that Piotcfhion 
which: we then rake upon us, and are carcful to perform our part of that 
Covenant. which we then enter into with God. Now, I ſay, this laſt ſecms 


- tobewhatSt. James affirms, and the firſt all rhaz St. Paw reaches, at leaſt 


in many of thoſe Places, where he ſays we are juſtify 'd by Faith, 

For that by the Juſtification which St. James ſpeaks of, when he ſays 
W are Fuſtify'd by Works, and not by Faith ouly, he mcans our Final 7u- 
fiification at the great Day, upon which that Salvation will immediately 
be beſtow'd upon us, which at our Baptiſm was only promis d and aflur'd 
to us upon certain Conditions, is evident, by his uſing Juſtification and 
Salvation, in this Diſpute, as Terms equivalent, For thus he expreſſes the 
Dodrine of the Text, in the 14th Verſe, where he firlt begius to handle 


© the Subject; What doth it profit, my Brethren, if a Man ſay ie nath Faith 


and have not Works ? can Faith fave him ? Ic is plain, thar he means the 
ſame thing there by being ſav'd, thar does in the Text and other Verſes ot 
this Chapter, by being juſtify'd ; and conſequently that by Juſtificarion, 
in this Diſcourſe of his concerning Faith and Works; he means that Final 
Jutification, upon whick Salyation is immediately conſequent. 

And on the other fide, that St, Paul in very many at leaft, if not ia ail 
thoſe Places whercin he attributes Juſtification to Faith only without Works, 
means therefore only our firſt Juſtification, that 1s, our being admitted int 
the Covenant of Grace, and.being put into a jultify'd ſtare by Baptiſm, 
wil, I ſuppoſe, be no leſs evident, if theſe rwo things be conlider'd, 

1. Thatin many places he ſpeaks of Juſtification as a thing pait, which 
he cou'd fot do if he had meant the ſame 'thing by Juſtificarion that St. 
James dpes, For thus writing to the Corinthians, he ſays, 1 Cor. 6, 11. 
7? are,or ye have been juſtify'd jn the Name of the Lord Feſizs: And Rom. 
6.1. ſpeaking of himſelf and other Chriſtians that were then living, and 
conſequently not fnaty juſtify'd in St. Fames's Uſe of the Word, he ſays, 
that being juſtify'd by Faith they had Peace with God. And upon this he 
grounds their Hope that they ſhould alſo, if they continu'd in Faith, be 

fnall juſtify'd by God at the laſt Day, wer. 9. For if while we were vin- 
ners Chriſt ay'd for us, much more then, being now juſlify'd by hu Bleed, 
we ſhall be ſav'd from Wrath thro him. 
, 2+ It may be alſo further obſery'd, That in many places he expreſly 
Joyns Juſtification with Baptiſm, as an Effe&t or Concomitant of it; as in + 
Tit. 3.5,7. Not by Works of Righteouſueſs which we have done, but ac- 


| cording to bis Mercy he ſav'd us by the waſhing of Regenera:t:0n, ani re- 
| Rewing of the Holy Ghoſt, ——=shat being Ju/? if ay hu Gract, we ffoi'd 
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 juſtify'd, they were juſtify'd, it ſeems, at the ſame time thar they, were 
waſh'd, that is, at their Baptiſm , when they openly and ſolemnly re- | 


made Heirs according to the Hope of Eternal Life ; and in 1 Coy, 6, x33 


nounc'd thoſe wicked Works which they had formerly 'liv'd in, and took 
upon them the Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith, | 
Now therefore, if this be granted, which ſeems to be very probable, 
That St. Paul generally means this by 7uſtifcatz0n, ( viz, only our being 
admitted into.a State of Grace and Favour with God, at our Baptiſm, in 
which Scate if we continue by perſevering in Faith and Obedience, we ſhall 
at laſt be juſtify'd and acquitted finally in the great Judgment; |) it will be 
eaſy to underſtand all thoſe Places wherein he attributes this ro Faith only, 
in a Senſe very agreeable to the Dorine which St. Fames here teaches ; ir 
' will be eaſy then' to underſtand whar St. Pan? means, Rom, 4. 5. where he 
ſays, That God jufifies the Ungoaly ; then, I fay, that Paſſage which 
hath been thought the ſtrongeſt, will appear to be no ObjeStion at all a- 
gainlt St. Fames's DoQrine ; the meaning thereof being only this, Thar 
the Grace of God in Chriſt Jeſus is ſo, large, as that he do's nor refuſe even 
the vileſt and greateſt Sinners, but readily accepts them to Favour, upon 
their Belief of the Goſpel, and cloſing with the Terms of it : And there will 
be then no difficulty at all in underftanding how Abraham was juſtify'd by 
Faith only, according to St. Pax!, and how he was juſtify'@ by Works, thar 


is, not by Faith only, as St, Fames expreſly affirms he was, ar the 21ſt | 


Verſe of this Chapter. For the Caſe was thus : Upon his giving a tall and 
hearty Aﬀent to the Truch of the Divine Promiſes, he was immediately 
receiv'd into God's Fayour and Acceptance, even before the Sincerity of 
His Faith has been aQually try'd by his Obedience ; Abraham believed 
Cod, and it was counted to him for Righteouſneſs, Rom. 4. 3+ 10 that he 
was then in a juſtify'd ſtate : And yer, if after this he had declin'd to leave 
13 Country, and his Father's Houſe, or even to facrifice his Son atGod's 
Command, he won'd by this Diſobedience have fall'n from that ſtate of 
Divine Favour, and not have been finally juſtify d by God bur then all 
his former ( as well as his later fins, which had been once remitted to him, 
with a. temporary and conditional Remiſſion,' upon his firſt entring into 
the Covenant of Grace, by Faith, ( by virtue of which Remiſſion, he was, 
wiile he continu'd in the Covenant, a juſtify'd Perſon ) wou'd nevertheleſs 
have been imputed to him, and he condemn'd for them, if he had after- 
wards {werv'd fron his Obedience, RED 

In ſuorr therefore, the Juſtification which St. Paul generally ſpeaks of, 
's that whereby we are made Heirs of Salvation, as he himſelf <xplains it, 
in the afore cired'Texr Tir. 3. 7 That being juſtify'd by Grace we ſhou'd 
be made H:irs, according to the Hope of eternal Life + but the Juſtification 
which St, Zzmes ſpeaks of, 3s that by which we are actually admirted into 
the Pofſelhon of this Inheritance. And therefore, tho' in order to the 
tft Juitificaticn nothing more be neceſſary bur only that we cloſe with, 


and accept cf choſe Terms of Reconciliation, which God offers to us : Yer 


12 9r%r to the Second Julificatton, ir is moreover aeccflary, oy wy 
| r ou 
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ther's Eſtate ; we ſhall never be juſtify'd in St, Jamer's Senſe, that is, we 
ſhall never aRually poſſeſs and enjoy the Eſtate ; bur notwithſtanding our 
ſent Heirſhip, ſhall at laſt be caſt off, and difinherired for our Diſobegi. 
*nce. And this Obſervation concerning the different Senſes, wherein theſe 
two Apoſtles do ſom<erimes uſe the Word juſtify, may, I ſuppoſe, be alone 
ſafficient to reconcile them in moſt, if not in all thoſe Paſſages wherein 
they ſeem to differ, But, II. The Word Faith or Belief, which they do both/ 
aſc in treating of this Subject, is likewiſe a Word capable of, and frequent] y 
;n Scripture us'd in different Senſes ; and I believe it may cafily be made 
appear, char in thoſe Places wherein Sr, Pan! attributes ſo much to Faith, 
wherein he is thought to declare thar that is the only Condition of our final 
aftification, and admittance into the Promis'd Inheritance, he means quite' 
another thing by Faith than St, Fames does, when he ſays that thar alone is 
not ſufficient, even all that St. Fames means by Faith and Works roo, £ 
will not trouble you now with all rhe Sigaifications, in which the Word 
Faith or Belief is us'd in Holy Scripture ; bur ſhaſl cake notice only of 
two, which I ſuppoſe moſt applicable to the Caſe in Hand, 
1. The Firſt Senſe of it which I ſhall rake notice of, is that which in- 


- deed is che moſt obvious and proper meaning of the Word ; that is, when 


by Faith'is meant, Ar aſſent of the Mind to the Truth of ſome Reveal'd 
Propoſition, And this Senſe St. Fames uſes the Word: By that Faith, which 
being without Works, he ſays, is not ſufficient to juſtifie or ſave us, he 
plainly means nothing more than only a Belief of thoſe Truths, which are 
reveal'd in the Goſpel, And the Caſe that he puts, in this, That a Man 
believe there is a God, and thar thoſe things which he has reveal'd are true; 
and thar all his Promiſes and Threatnings ſhall be made good, but never- 
theleſs takes no care to live well ; and in this caſe he ſays, that ſuch & 
Faith as this is an empty dead Faith, and that it will be of no real advan- 
rage to Us, any more than it is to: the Devil's, who believe all theſe Truths 
as firmly as we can do, but withour any Benefit to themſelyes, becauſe the 
Promiſes being not made to them, they are nor thercby inciced ro the do- 
ing of good, But the Promiſes are made to us, and therefore it can hardly 
deconceived, it is ſcarcely to be ſuppoſed that any Man that firmly be- 
lieves all the Truths of the Goſpel, and confiders his own Intereſt therein, 


- ſhould nevertheleſs allow himſelf in a wicked Life, Faith is naturally ſuch*” +» 


an adtive, lively, and working Principle, that it can hardly fail ro ſhew 
it ſelf by its Effetts : : 

2, An tor this Reaſon, Secondly, the word Faith, which moſt properly 
liznifies nothing bur rhe Cauſe or Principle, is ofteatimes in Scriprure pur 
to lignifie both the Cauſe and rhe Effe& too, thar is, both a Belicf of the 
Goſpel-Trurhs, and alſo a Life led anſwerably to ſuch a Belief, | 

And in this large and comprehenfive ſenſe 'tis clearly evident St. Pau! 


docs uſe the word in divers places, and eſpecially in thoſe Epiſtles where he 
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"owl make good that Covenant which we before.entred into ; or elſe, 
| tho' weare already juſtify'd in St. Paul's Senſe, that is, are now already by : 
TJ ourembracing avd believing and profeſſing the Goſpel, in ſuch a Capacity 

a Likelihood of obraining eternal Life, as an Hezy is of enjoying his Fa- 


\ 
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| rears of Juſtification. by Faith, as 'may appear from bis oftentimes uſinp... 


.of the Words and Phraſes inſtead of the fingle word Faith, For'whar 


' Jometimes calls. Faith, he at other times in choſe ſame Epiſiles, calls te |, 


Law of Faith, and the Obedience of Faith, ( Rom, 3.27. 1.5. 16. 26, 


And in Rom. 16, 16, he moſt clearly explains his owa meaning to be, to 


include and comprehend Obcdience in the word Faith, whenever he attrj- 
burcs ſo much ro Faith : But they have not al obeyed the Goſpel, for Efaiaz 
faith, Lord, who hath believ'd our Report ? In which words the ſame 
thing is plainly meant by obeyivg the Goſpe!, and bulieving the Report of 
the Preachers of it; from whence it clearly appears, That the Faith or 


Belief which he ſo much magnifies in that Epiſtle, is nor an idle, ineffectual 


Bulicf, but ſuch a Faith as makes Men to be obedient. 

Forai{much therefore- as the Fairh which Sr. Paul ſpeaks of, when he 
ſays we are juſtify'd by Faith, includes in at all that St. Fares means by 
Faith and Works too ; it is plain, That thv' we ſuppuſe that they do both 
u'e the word jultific always in the ſame lenle, there 18 not, however, any 
Contrariety in their Docirines, altho' oue (ays that we are juſtify d by 
Faith, and the other that we are juſtify d by Works and not by Faith only, 
But 3. There ts alto.an ambiguiry 1a che word Works ; and it 15 nut impro- 
bable, ( nay, | ſuppoſe I ſha}l make it yery piain} that theſe two ApoſtlesSt, 
Paul and St, Fames in their ſeveral Diſcourſes upon the Subject ot 7uſtsfice- 
r#a7, do likewiſe uſe this Word in very difterent Scnlcs ; and that St, Pasl, 
when he excludes Works, do's not mean the ſame by Works that St. James 
do's, when he affirms that we are juitity'd by Works, and not by Faith only, 
And if St. Fames by Works, when he affirms them to be necellary together 
with Fairh, means thoſe Works of Piety, Juſtice and Charity, and other Mo- 
ral Duties which are requircd in the Goſpel ; as ro any one that reads the 
former part of the Chapter ir will be evident that he do's ; and on the other 


-FIwle, if St, Pau), when he excludes Works, means by Works only, either 


thoſe materially good Works, which Men might do without the Grace of 
the Goſpel, or the Merit of good Works, or clſc thole Ritual Obſervances 
which were requir'd by the Ceremonial Law of Moſes : then, tho their 


Words and Exprefſions be different, yet their Senſe may be the very ſame, 


Now concerning this place in St. James, I think there can be no Diſpure ; 
ke plainly-rakes both Faith and Works in the molt proper and uſual ac- 
ceptation of the words { By Faith, when he affirms that Faith alone is nor 
ſufficient, he plainly means a meer Belief of the Truths of the Golpel ; and 
by Works, when he affirms that they are neceſſary rogether with Faith, he 
plainly means ſucn a ſort of Life and Converſation, as rhe Belief of the 
Goſpel Truths is naturally apr to produce, # Converſation becoming the 


- Goſpel of Chrift ; And both theſe he affirms to be neceſſary, in order to 


our final Juſtification at the laſt day, And on the other fide, St. Paul, if 
ar avy. time he ſpeaks of the ſame Juſtikcation that St. Fames do's, means, 
by Faith, 'when he ſays we are jultify'd by chat only, all thar St James 
means by Faith and Works too { 2s hath been ſhewn already ) and by 


Works, when he ſays we are juſtify'd.by Works, he means only, either the | 
Merit of good Works, or fuch Works as might be done by unregenerate . Ji 
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of it-is naturally. ape to produce, will further appear if theſe two things 
he conſidered : 1, The occaſion and deſign of thoſe Diſcourſes of St. Paul, 
herein Faith is fo much magnified, and Works are ſcr fo light by : And, 
\ The ſeveral Cautions char are here and th-re intermix'd in thoſe Di- 
ſconrſes, as it were on purpoſe to prevent our miſtaking his meaning, and 
thinking that we may be ſay'd by Faith alone, without a good Life, 

* 1: We may conlider the Occaſion and Defign of rhoſe Diſcourſes, of St, 
' Paul, wherein Faith is ſo much magnify'd, and Works are ſer ſo light by ; 
«nd which conſequently do ſcem moſt ro contradict rhe Doftrine here taughe 
by St. James. And [I premiſe this firſt of all ; That none of St. Paul's E- 

ibs ſeem to have been written as if they were intended to comprehend 
the whole Chriſtian Religion ; rhey rather ſuppoſe Chriſtianity alrcady- 

lanted in thoſe Places, to which his Epiitles are directed, It was not con- 

quently his Intention,in eyery Epiſtle that he wrote, to teach all the Prix- 
ciples of the Dorine of Chriſt, and to lay again the foundation of Repen- 
zance from dead Works, and of Faith towards God ; Heb. 6, 1, for all this 
had been done before ; thoſe ſame Apoſtles, by whofe Miniſtry they had 
been converted and baptiz d, having alſo then, ( according ro the Commilſ- 


| fon given them by Chritt ) :aught chem to obſerve all things whatſoever 


our Loyd bad commanded. As ſuch theretore the Apoſtle conſider'd the Per- 
ſons to whom he wrote, v1:z. as true Diſciples of Chriſt, as Perſons that 
had before been taught to obey as believe the Goſpel ; and ſo had no far 
upon him, that by his uſing the Word Faith or Works in an uncommon 
Senſe (and'yer in ſuch a Senſe as the Controverſy he was handling led him 
touſe them in ) they to whom he wrote, wou'd ever be in danger of em- 
bracing an Opinion ſo contrary to the firſt Principles of the Chriſtian Re- 
"ligion, as it plainly was, to think that rhey might be ſaved only by believ- 
ing, without obeying the Goſpel. The main delign then I ſay, of molt of 
St, Paul's Epiſtles, I mean of the Controverſial Parts of them, ſeems to be 
to furniſh the Chriſtians to whom he wrote, with Anſwers to thoſe Obje- 
tions, which the Encmies to Chriſtianity, among whom they liv'd, did 
make againſt it, Aud molt of the Churches to which theſe Epiſtles were 
directed, were made up chiefly of Gentile Converts, with whom neverthe- 
els, there were ſome Jewiſh Converts alſo intermix'd; but the far greateſt 
part of the Inhabitants of thole places were profelſs'd Fews or Gentiles,who, 
tho' both zealoys, each for their own way, and againit each other, yet rea- 
Wy joyn'd their Forces together as againſt a common Enemy, to hinder 
tie growth and ſpreading of Chriſtianity. So that Sr. Paul had three ſorts 
of Adverſaries to deal with, wiz. the Gentiles, the Fews, and the Judat- 
ung Chriſtians, The Gentiles; who had been long bred vp under the 


Inſticution of cheir Philoſophers, and by their good and wholſom Preceprs 


of Morality, were in a good readineſs and diſpofition to embrace the Goſpel ; 
Phich, in general, commanded little more than they were taught tetore 
* Fs | their 


FF... hoot the Grace of the Goſpel. or elſe the Ritual Obſervances of the- Y. 
b-5 Moſaicat Law. And thar-he uſes che Words in theſe Senſes, and do's not 
_ || gean to exclude from being 2 condition of our final Juſtification that hearty 

' Obedience to the Preceprs of the Goſpel, which a tirm Belief of the Truths 


; heir own Philoſophers, only requiring a firider and more perieR obferc. 
yance of thoſe Rules, and adding new Motives and Encouragemencs ty ig,; | , 
from the plain Revelation of a future ſtate of Rewards and Puniſhmentg,. | 


of which, before the coming of Chriſt, Mea had but an obſcure Notion,and 


very flender Afſurance. The main,ObjeQiion therefore which theſe had to | 


make againſt St, Paul, was, that he took ( as they choughe ) 2 great deal 
. of pains to lirtle purpoſe, in going sbour to eſtabliſh a new Belief, anda 
new Profeſlion'of Religion among them, ſeeing that as to Praftice they 
had been taught all the ſame things in ſubſtance by their own Philophers; 
{o that conſequently they thought, be might have ſpared his labour, They 
were of che mind of our Modern Deiſts, That Natural Religion was ſo good 
and perfeQ, thar it needed no Revelacion to Improveit. Againſt theſe there- 
fore the Apoltle proves the neceſſity of the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, and of 
Faith in Chriſt : Becauſe tho*' Men had been taught well before, they had 
never praticed'as they had been taught ; that by reaſon of the weakneſ 
of humane Nature, they had never liv'd up to what they knew was their 
Ducy ; thar therefore no Man was or cou'd be juſtified in God's lighr, by the 
Law of Nature, or the firſt Coyenant made with Mankind, which required, 
ſtri& and un{inning Obedience ; that conſequently it was neceſlary to be- 
lieve in Chriſt, and to enter into that more gracious Covenant, which he 
by his Blaod had made, between God and us, whereby he had encouraged 
gond Works with better Promiſcs, and offered to afford us divine ſtrength 


— 


and ſuccour to affiſt our Endeavours; by which Covenant of Grace in Chilt | 


( tho' indeed we were ſtill obliged to the ſame Duties which the Law of Ne 
ture had laid upon us) we mighr be juſtified, which by. the other we could not 
. be; becauſe that required ſtrit and unfinning Obedience, whereas this made 
allowance for the weakneſs of Humane Nature, and left room for Repentan- 
ce, if at any time through carelefneſs or ſurprize we ſhould come ſhort of 
our Duty, And to ſhew the advantage of this Covenant made by Chriſt, 
and the impollibility of being juſtified any orher way, than by having our 
Sins remitted to us through Faith in his Blood, ſeems to have been mainly 
deſigned by the Apoſtle in the former part of his Epiſtle ro the Romans, 
Now the firlt Covenant made with Mankind being indeed a Covenant of 
Works, without Grace, therefore in oppoſition to, and to diſtinguiſh this 
from that, he with good Reaſon, call this, ſometimes Grace, ſometimes the 
Law of Faith, ſomerimes the preaching of Faith,and ſometimes barely Faith; 
which he ſays is the only way by which it is poſſible for us ro be juſtified, be* 
cauſe our Nature is ſo corrupt and degenerate, that we cannot perform per- 
tet and and unfinning Obedicnce;-But, 2, The Jews were alſo as conceited 
ot-themſelves as.the GeMtiles, and as unwilling to accept of the Covenant 
made by Chriſt, becauſe they rruſted ro be ſaved by the Obſervation of the 
Law of Moſes. And therefore the Apoltle likewiſe, againſt theſe, endeavours 
to ſhew that they were Sinners as well as rhe Gentiles, and ſtood in as much 
need of 2 Saviour as they, And this he does in the four or five 11 Chapters 
of his Epiſtle to the Romans; in ſome Paſſages of which ( cfpccially in the 
firſt and ſ2coad Chapters ) he ſeems to have a peculiar Reſpect to the Get: 


nes ; and in other-places to the Jews niare eſpecially, and in ſome to = 
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"P 0] Gentiles had fioned, and come ſhorr of the Glory of God, it was therefore 
; ren wy tocftabliſh a new Covenant between God and Men; which he calls 
bo» dyon the Law. or Faith, to diſtinguiſh ic from the Law of Moſes, which was 
| troly a Lav of Works ; and by this Covenant of Grace or Faith in Chriſt, 
vhich was open and free for all ro enter into, both Jews and Gentiles, he ſays, - 
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"1. Mod the fum of this Argument is this ; That finceall, both Jews ar 
; 
t $. on jews 2 


char a Redeemer ſhould come, ro make attonement for cheir paſt 


might'by juſtify'd, which they could not either of them be by the Law of 
Works; nor the Jews any more than the Gentiles by the Ceremonial Lai of 
M6; ;chat being never detign'd by God as a Condition of Juſtification, as 
having only temporal Rewards and Puniſhments annexed to it. Seeing 
therefore the Jews as well as the Gentiles had broken the firſt Law given to 
Mankiad; whick requir'd unſinning Obedience, he ſays there was no means 
'of Jaſtification now left for either of them, but by Faith in Chriſt, thar is, 
by coming into chat New Covenant which Chriſt had eſtabliſhed by his 
Peath, and offered tous in the Goſpel. Bur, 3, Beſides theſe two,the Apoſtle 
had alſo'a third ſort of Adverſeries todeal with, which did coſt him as much 
trouble as either of the former ; and they were ſome who being born and 
bred Jews,” had been converted by Chriſtianity by the Preaching of the A- 
oftles, but nevertheleſs ſtil] retained ſucha great Likeing and Veneration 
for Moſes and his Law, that they thought they were yer bound to obſerve ir 
2s much as ever; and not only ſo, but they would fain have forced the ſame 


| upon the Gentiles too, telling them thar notwithſtanding Chriſt, they were 


bound to be circumciſed as the Jews were,and to keep the Law of Me/es,and 
that otherwiſe they could not be ſaved, Againſt theſe therefore, the Apoſtle 
proyes at large, eſpecially in his Epiſile to the Galatians ) that the Law'gi- 
yen by Moſss was never deſigned to oblige the Geatiles,nor the Jews neither 
aty longer than till che coming of Chriſt ; that that Law was, ro the Jews 
themſelves, only a School-maſter to bring chem into Chriſt, that is, topre- 
pare and diſpoſe them to receive his more pure and heavenly DoQtrine ; that 
therefore now, after the Revelation ahd preaching of the Goſpe], that Law 
was of no further uſe: And after that Faith u come, ſays he, that i after 
the Goſpel is preach'd, we are no longer under a School-maſter, Galat. 3.25. 
That the Ceremonial Law was made upon only of Types and Shadows, 
whereof Chriſt was the Subſtance and that therefore the Subſtance being 
now one, they were to ceaſe ; that the Ceremonial Law was given only to 
exerciſe the Jewiſh Nation for ſometime, and was then to give way to a bet- 
ter Law, the Law of Faith or Evangclical Obedience ; that 4braham him- 


ſel was juſtified by the ſame means and method which is now propounded. 


In the Goſpel, by vzz. by a lively Faith in the Promiſes of God working in 
him a ready Obedience to wharſoever God required of him, and that he was 
thus juſtified before he was circumciſed, and therefore ſo mighr they be roo, 
vithout Circumciſion, and fuch other Rirual Obſcr vances. 

[In the management of which diſpure with theſe judaizing Chriſtians, 
the Apoltle calls the Chriſtian Religion, as opposd to the Jewiſh, by the 


 yord Faith, ro diſtinguiſh it from the Obſervation of Moſes's Law, which 


And ultng theo word in this 


Was call d Works, or the Works of the Law, | 
| re | lene; 
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F. % ſenſe; he ſays We are juſtify'd by Faith, and by Faith only, that i Oy. 
Faith ard Obcdience of rhe Goſpel 5 and that there is non ed at all : | 
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thereby plainly diſtinguiſhing them from the Works of Evangelical Obegj. 
erice, and clearly imirating that it was not his intention to exclude theſs 
tho* he did thoſe. Thus the Apoſtle manag'd the Controverſy he was 
engag'din with theſe three Adverſaries : And that his main Deſign was t» 
oppoſe one or other of them in all thoſe Places wherein thoſe Paſſages ar; 


found which ſo much magnifie Faith, and vilifie Works ( which are pe. | 


cially the Epiſtles to the Romans and Galatians) will, I ſuppoſe, readily 
appear to any one that ſhall attenrively read them over; and. I think'x 
will be impoſſible to make out the Context, or to {hew how thoſe places 

| do at all tendro the carrying on theſe Deſigns, if we take the: wards- Faith 
and Works in any other Senſe than I have before ſaid St. Pauldoes uſethen 
in. Bur, Secondly, That the Apoſtle St, Paul did not intend to exclude 
ſuch good Works as St. Fames here requires (viz. Obedience to the Pre. 
cepts of the Goſpel ) from being neceſlary to our final Juſtification at+.the 
great day, will yet further and more plainly appear if in a reading 'over 
thoſe Epiſtles, we do but obſerve tne ſeveral Cautions that are here and 
there intermix'd as it were on purpoſe to prevent our putting ſuch an ln- 
terpretation upon his Words, And firit in the Epiſtle to the: Romans, in 
Chap. 2. Ver. 6, he tells us plainly, that God wid render to every Man 
pecording to his Works, Tribalation and Arguiſh upon every Soul of Man 
that doth evil ; and Glory, Honor and Peace, to every Man that worketh 
food + Which Paſſage would be very odly put in, in 2 Diſcourſe wherein he 
was proving the ſufficiency of Faith alone for Juſtification, if thereby he 
had meant ſuch a Faich as might be wichout good Works. 

But in the 13th Verſe of that Chapter he contradias that Opinion moſt 
expreſly : Not the Hearers of the Law, ſays he, ſhall be juſt befare God, 
hut the Doers of the Law ſhall be juſtify'd. It ſeems then that St, Paul's 
Juſtification by Faith only, was' not a Juſtification without Works; the 
Faith that he there {peaks of, mult needs therefore be ſuch a Faith as ,jn- 
cludes Works in it; The Doers of the Law ſha! be juſtified, And fo again; 
Chap, 3.7. 21. afcer he had ſaid rhat both Circumciſion and Unciecunci- 
fion mult be juſtify'd by Faith ; and thar they could not be juſtify'd any 
other way ; that they might not take Faith in ſuch a narrow ſenſe as to 
exclude good Wor ls, he adds, Do we then make woid the Law through 
aith ? God forbid; Tea, we eſtabliſh the Law, And to the ſame purpoſe 


again, Chap. 6. Ver. 1. What ſha'l we ſay then ? ſhall we continue inSiu | 


that Grace may abound * God forbid, Hw ſhall we that are dead.to 
Sin, live any Ienger therein © And again, Jer, 15. What then ?: ſhall we 
hn, becauſe we are not under the Law, but under Grace ? God forbid. And 
laſtly, ( ro name no more ) 1 the 8rh Chaprer of thar Epiſtle, Ver, 1. 
when he was come to the Conclufion of this Controverſy, having ({hewn 
at large the inſutticiency of all other ways, and the abſolute neceffiry of 

RY acccep- 


Works, that is, of ſuch Works as were enjoyn'd by the Ceremonial Lay. 
which they laid ſuch grear ſtreſs upon ; for thus he often explains himſelf 
expreſly calling thoſe Works which he rejedts, the Works: of the Lay, | 
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>the Goſpel Truths, in order to Juſtification, he gaes on to ſhew 
F-dnel3 of thoſe who beliey'd in Chriſt, in theſe words ; There 5s 
now 10,Condenmnation to them which are in Chrift Jeſus : Bur 
left they ſhould miſtake him, and think thar'a bare Belief in Chriſt, 
or \- Profeſſion of his Religion only, was enough to enritle them rv this 
Bleſſedneſs, he adds, who walk not after the Fleſh, but after the Spirit, 
' The like Care he has alſo taken in his Epiſtle ro the Galatians where he 
tandles this Controverſy again, with a ſpecial reſpect to the Jewiſh Law; 
where we may obſcrve, that to prevent all Miſunderſtanding of whar be 
had delivered touching the ſufficiency of Faith wichour Works, he rakes 
frequent action to declare his meaning toibe, only ro exclude the Works 
of the Law, not the obedience of the Goſpel, Particularly in the two lait 
| Chapters he is very large in eXplaining what kind of Liberty he had been 
before pleading for ; Stand faſt therefore, ſays he, in the Liberty where- 
\ with Chriſt has made #4 free, and be not entangled ogain' with the Yoke 
of Bandage. Galat. 5. 1. And what Bondage he meant, appears in the 
next Verſe. Behold, 1 Paul ſay unto you, that if you be circum ſed,Chrift 
ſaall profit you nothing ; that is, if you ſill truſt ro be ſav'd by your Jewiſh 
Obſervances, you diſclaim and renounce the Covenant which Chritt hath 
made for you, and ſo can exper no benefit from it ; Whoſoever of you, ſays 
| he, are j»ſtify'd, that is, hope to be juſtify'd, by rhe Law ye are fallen from 
Grace. For we, through the Spirit, wait for the hope of Righteouſneſs 
by Faith ; We, that is, We Chriſtians, no leſs than you Fews, do wait 
for the Hope of Righteouſneſs, that is, for a Reward of our Righteouſneſs : 
But then it is not ſuch a Righteouſneſs as yours, a Righteouſneſs conſi- 
ling in the obſervation of Rites and Ceremonies, but thro* the Spirie, 
thar is, by a Spiricual Righteouſneſs ; and 'tis by Faith, thar is, "tis ſuch 
2 Righteouſneſs as is wrought in us by Faith, that is, by our Belief of the 
Sofpel of Chriſt, For ſays he, Ver. 6. in Chriit Jeſus neither Circumciſion 
#vaileth any thing, nor Uncircumciſion, but Faith ; not any Faith. bur 
Taith wich worketh by Love, or Faith whichis made perfe& by Love,which' 
words he repeats again in Chap, 6, Ver, 15. only inftead of Faith purring in 
another Word, not ſo ambiguous ; i» Chriſt Feſw, neither Circumciſion 
availeth any thing, nor Uncircumciſion but a new Creature, And the 
lame Apoſtle in another parallel place, in another of his Epiſtles, purs ic 
out of all doubt what he means in the firſt of theſe places, by Faith, when' 
he expreſſes che ſame by Obedicnce ; Circumciſion is nothing, and Uncir- 
"eumtiſion but the keeping the Commanuaments of God, 1 Cor. 7p, 19. And 
now by a1! that hath been ſaid, I ſuppoſe, it ſufficiently appears, that by 
Faith, St, Paul means ſomething more than only a bare belief of the, Go- 
ſpel-Truths, when he makes it the ſole Condition of Juſtification ; and 
| that by Works, he does not mean Works of Evangelical Obedience, when 
he excluges them from being neceſſary in order to it : So that Paul does 
not, 2ny more than St. Fames exclude ſuch good Works as are the natural 
Efeas of a true, lively, and Chriſtian Faith, from being neceſſary to- 
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" | gether with Faich, in order to our full and final Juſtification at the laſt day. 


| And from all that bath or beea faid, I thiok it appears, that St, Pax! and 
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£6; make good," St, 7ames 10de I ſays here, that Faith alone, ora bats Je 
| Jief of the Goſpel, will not-do without Works anſwerable: ro our Belief. 
| By ſee how that by Works a Man is juftify'd and not by Faith enly : $6," 


{Pax/, on the- other fide ſays, that we are juſtify'd by Faith: but tho' this | 
| ananner of Expreſſion be different from,” and in;the Letter, ſeemingly con- 3 


tradifory to St. James's meaning is plainly the ſame. He affirms, indeed” Þ 


har we are juſtified by Fairh-: but then as 1 baye ſhewn, he'meang: the 
means ſuch a Faith as a Abraham's was, ( for that is his Example'as well 1 
as St. Fames's ; ): be means ſuch'a Faith as however it is try'd, approves 
fr ſelf by a ready Obedience, as Abraham's did : and the Work which he |. 
rejeds as uſeleſs and unneceflary, or as not ſufficient, are nor ſuch as' 4, | 
'#raham's were, the Fruits of a lively Faith ; but either meer ritual Obſer. | 
wvances, or elſeſuch Works, as though materially good, are not done our 
of a good and virtuous Principle. 'In a word, he oppoſes Faith, his jc ? Yo 
5ng and faving Faith, not to Evangelical Obedience:; but either ro'unſine 3. 
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ning Obedience, by which none can be juſtify'd, ; becauſe all are Sinners # 


or to an Opinion of Merit, which there can never be.any Ground for” t,* fy. 


daſtly, ro the Rites and Ceremonies of Moſes's Law, which Law, heiſhews, 
-was not then obliging, and ſo cou'd not be the Condition of Juſtification, 
The uſe we ſhall make of what hath been ſaid upon-this SubjeR, is this; | 


”— 


we ſhould: be hereby incited to the diligent performance 'of that whole. Þ 


:fame thing by Fairh, rhat St. James does by Faith and Works too ; he | 


:Condition that ( according to the Doctrine thaught by both theſe Apoſtles) | 


3s requir'd of- us in order to Salvation ; which is not only to believe in. 


Chriſt, and to make profeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith, but likewiſe to live. |, _ 


as becomes the Goſpel of Chriſt, and to bring forth: plenteouſly all the' 
fruits of 'Righteouſhels. And this likewiſe St. Peter, teaches in his 2d B= | 
Piltle, 1. 5, &c; with whoſe Words. 1 ſhall conclude ; 'Befide this, giving | 


#1 diligence add to your Faith Virtuz, and t6 virtue knowledge ;z-andire | 


— 


Znowledge temperance, and to temperauce patience, and to patience,” got | = 


dineſs ; and to gadlineſs, Brotherly kindneſs ; and to brotherly kindueſe & 
Charity. - For if theſe things be in you and abound, they make you that yi | 3 
Fat neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jeſu } © 
Chriſt, But he that lacketh theſe things, i blind, and cannot ſee afar of, } \ 
and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old Sins, + Wherefore the } + 
rather, Brethren, give diligence to make your Calling and Ele#ion ſures | 3 
Yor if ye 'do"theſe things ye ſhall never fall : For ſo an entrance ſhall be Þ 7 
miniſtred unts/you'abundantly, into the everlaſting Kingdom of our Lord. þ + 
and Savigur Jeſus Chriſt. Which God of his infinite Mercy grant, for the | 
ſoke of the ſame our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; To whom,' &Co TAR 
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TSATAH V. 11, 12,- 
they may follow ſtrong Drink, "that continue until 
Night, till Wine inflame them. | 


And the Harp, and the Viol, the Tabret and Pipe, 
and Wine are in their Feaſts : But they regard not 
theWork of the Lord, neither confider the Opera« 
tion of his Hands. 


HE Prophet had in the beginning of thisChapter 
ſhew'd under, the Parable of a 
baſe Ingratitude of the Fews towards God, and 

| the Judgments which they might deſervedly 

expect ; Now,lays the Prophet, 211 T ſing to my well Relo- 
wed a Song of my Beloved, touching his Vineyard. 


the choweft Vine, and built a Tower in vbe' midft of it, 


ſhould bring forth Grapes, and it khrought\ forth wild 
Grapes. ' And wow O Inhabitants of - Jeruſalem and Men 
of Fudzh, judge, 1 pray you, between me'and my Vineyard; 
What" could have been done more to my Vineyard that I have 
- not done in it ? Wherefore when 1 looked that it: ſhould bring 


ill tell yau what 1 will. do tomy Vineyard : 1 will take away 
the Heapge thereof, and it ſhall be eaten up; and break down 
the Wall thereef, and it ſhall be trodden down, and I will lay 
"it waſte: it ſhall not be pruned nor digged, but there ſhall come 


of Iſrael, and the Men of Judah bu pleaſant Plant ; and hi 
looked for Fudgmen, but behold Oppreſſion ; for Righteonſ? 
neſs, but behold a Cry. == 


IWo unto them that riſe up early in the Morning, that 


ineyard, the 


My Belt 
wed bath s Vinejard in a very frunful Hill, . And be fenced 
it, and gathered out the Stones thereof,” and planted it with | 


and alſo made a Wine-preſs therein, and be looked that it 


forth Grapes, broap bt it forth wild Grapes? And now, go to, 1 


ap B ars and Thorns. T will alſo Command the Clouds that 
they Ros no Rain upon it. And then follows the Appl Þ 
catian-,” /For :he Vineyard of tbe Lord of Hoſes is the Houſe | 
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the Chapret to rake irgood in ſeveral Particulars, ins 


| ſtancing eſpecially in their Coverouſneſs and Injuſtice; 


wer. 8. cheit Intemperance, Prophanerieſs and Irreli- 
gion ver. 11. their affeted Blindneſs and Ignorance iti 
their Duty, ver. 13. their Wiltulneſs, Prefumprtion 
and Impudence in ſinning, wer. 18. their prophane 
ſcoffing ar, and deſpiling che Divine Threatnings, ver. 


% 


"19. their confounding the Notions of good and Evil, 


_ wer, 20. their fooliſh Conceitedneſs of themſelves, ver. 


ai, their valuing themſelves upon their. Strength ro do 


 Wickedneſs, wer. 22. and their notorious Bribery, In- 


juſtice, and perverting of Jadgment, ver. 23. And at 
the mention of moſt of theſe, the Prophet denounces 
ſeverally a ſpecial Wo againſt rhe Perſons allowing 


indat the Concluſion of all, from the T'wenty fourth 
Verſe to the end, declares the high Diſpleaſure thar 
God had taken againſt his People for theſe theit many 


and great Provocations, and the tettible and ſeyere_ 
ments, which he had already ſent and executed up= 


1them fot the ſame, and was determined, .if they 
ſtill went on to provoke him as they had done, rocon= 
tinue and increaſe until he ſhou'd have utterly deftroy-. 


» 


| The Words which I have choſen at preſent t6 dif- 
courſe of, in the Eleventh and T welftch Verſes; con- 
inthe ſecond of thoſe particular Charges againſt the 


| Jews;” which | before menrtion'd ; And which I called 4 


| 


3 tatge of Intemperance, Prophaneſs, and Irreligion ; 
andit isalſo one of choſe which denounces a ſpecial #5 
&$anſ the Perſons thar were liable to it. Wo' wats thetth 


{ $998 the Hatp and the Vieh, the JO aid Pipe, and 
"{& $ 


that riſe. up early in the Morning, that they may follow ſtrong 
Irigk, that continue wntill Night, till Wine inflate thei, 
Wie 
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t this general-Charge laid gainſt theini 
ratitude, Unfruirtulneſs, and notorious Wick= 
ednefs, the Propher proceeds in the remaining patt of 


themſelves in the Sins there particularly mencioned ;, 


& them. This, is, in ſhort, che Sum and Deſign of - 
this whole Chapter. 
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 _ arz mm the Feaſts, but they regard not the Work of the Lord, neither ton: © 
fider the Operation of his Hands. And this I call'd a Charge laid a. 
gainſt rhem, not only of Intemperance and Senſuality, ( tho' that be the, Þ 
thing that ſeems to be moſt diredly charged upon them) bur likewiſe of } 


Prophaneneſs and Irreligion ; for it ſeems to be here intimated, that the 
Intemperance .and Senſuality which rhey allow'd themſelves in, was a 
ſach times as were ſpecia}ly defign'd and appointed by God for a Religi- 
ous Commemoration of his Benefits ; the Harp and the Viol, the Tabret 
and Pipe, and Wine are in their Feaſts, but they regard not the Wirk of 
the Lord, 1, e. that Work of the God in memory of which thoſe Feaſts 
were kepr, Ir was therefore a Fault in them, and a great one too, that 
they regarded not the Work of the Lord, neither confidercd the Operati- 
on of his Hands; andit was -nother grear Fault, that they allow'd them- 
ſelves too freely in Gluttony, Druakeaneſs and Senſuality ; but that which 
was 2 great Aggravation of both theſe Faults was their Complication, thar 
15, thar they ſpent that very time in the Practice of theſe Sins, wherein 
they were under 2 ſpecial Obligation of cxercifing themſelves in thoſe Du- 
ties, vV:2,” on the Solemn Feaſt-Days, appoiated and ordained on purpoſe, 
religiouſly ro commemorate the Bleſſings and Benefits they had received 
from God, and” to return him their Hea: ty Thanks for the ſame.. 7he 
Harp and the Vol, the Tabret and Pipe, and Wine are in their Feaſts; 
there, was Mirth and Jollitv enough, and too much; bur ar the ſame time 
little or no Religion ; there was .not more _too much of the” former, 
than there was too little of rhe "latter; for they regarded not the Workef 
the.Lord, neither conſidered they the Operation of his Hands. 

-* This: it ſeems was roo often the Fews way of keeping their Religious 
Feaſts: In-the Faſting Part, rhey took care not only to do, bur to over- 
do; but in the Religious Part they did nothing ar all; fo far were they 
from ſpending the time of the Sacred Feſtival in Devout Praiſes and 
Thankſgivings to God, for thoſe Mercies and Deliverances which thoſe 


Feſtivals were ordained tocommemorate, that they had no regard to, or 


contid-ration of them at. all; their only Care and Thought was to make 
Provifion for the Fleſh, to fulfill} the Luſts thereof, and in that they 
were as careful and thoughtful as they could poſſibly be ; riſing up early 


in the Morning that they might follow ſtrong Drink, and continuing until 


Night, till Wine inflamed them. | | 
And I wiſh I, could ſay that, this was not alſo too ofcen the Chriſtians 
' Way of keeping their holy Feaſts; ſure I am, *tis too too commonly. our 
way of. keeping them ; andeeſpecially of this great Feſtival of all, which 
we at thys time celebrate, in Memory of the greateſt Miracle of rhe Dr 
via Mercy that was ever ſhewn'to Mankind, -viz. God's ſending his own 
Son igto"the World for their Redemprion. Oa this Feſtival, ;and ſhall 
add too, in commemoration of, this Benefit ? ) what more cuſtomary thai | 
for Men to riſe up early in the Morning, that they may follow firon, 
. Drink, and to continue until Night, till Wine inflame them? Now, if 
ever, we look to hear the Sound of the Harp and the Viol, of the Tw; 
bret and Pipe, this is reckon'd the proper Seaſon for Muſick, and Nat 
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 vichout ſetting up his own Wiſdom againſt God's. 


I Nation; (I did nor, Iſay, ask, why theſe) did nor lay afide the Celebra- 
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ce 'of-the whole year, for good Eating and Drinking : But then our 
thoughts are corhmonlyſo raken up,and our rime ſo much employ'*d in theſe 
things, that we haveno mind to, or no leiſure for any thing that is good, 
God is not in all our thonghrs, not now, I ſay, when in Reafon he aughr 
:obe moſt there ; We regard not in our Minds the Work of the Lord, nei- 
 ' ther do we conſider the Operation of his Hands. SE | 
. But ſince the Cale is ſo, will ſome perhaps be ready to ſay, thar rhis 
feſtival however at firſt perhaps pioully deſfign'd,is now ſo very much abus'd, 
why is it not rather quite laid afide ? Why ſhould we continue the obſer- 
vation of a Feaſt, which is ſo commonly, ſo cuſtomarily, nay fo conftant- 
ly, every Year, (41m. 1644.) an occafion of much Sin? and time was, 
we have been rold, and yon may perhaps ſome of you remember, when 
this Counſel (o far prevail?d, that ,his Day was by order obſery'd as a Faſt : 
(4un. 1645» (c.) Time was when the Churches on this Day were gene- 
rally kept ſhut,and the Shops were ordered to be kept open; and a ſort of 
Inquiſition was fer up agzinſt even thoſe kinds of Food, which had been 
-moſt cuſtomarily in uſe at this Seafon. But what: Warrant the then Re- | 
formers had for this, from the Pattern ſhew'd re them in the Mount, ac- 
cording to which they pretended to make all their Reformagion, 1 could. 
never yet learn, | | 
For the Jewiſh Fealts{the Feaſt of the Pafſoyer kept in memory of their 
Deliverarice out of Egyp?, that of Penticoſt, in memory of the overthrow of 
Pharaoh in the Red Sea, and of the giving the, Law upon mount. Sinaz, 
and the , Feaſt of Tabernacles, in memory ot their dwelling ſo long jn the. 
Wilderneſs in Tents, and of the Wonders which God did there; theſe 
Feaſts, I ſay) had, as is plainly intimated in the Tex; been abuſed by 
ſome looſe and diffolute Perſons amongſt the Jews, juſt as ours have been ;; - 
they had been made 'by ſome the Seaſons, they had proved to ſome the 
occaſions of much Exceſs and ſinful Extravagance ; But were they for this 
reaſon thought fit to be laid afide and abolith'd ? were they for. this Rea- 
ſon forbidden to be obſcryed any longer? | 
No, perhaps you'll ſay, fof theſe were of Divine Inſtitution, and there- - 
forecould not by any Human or Eccleſiaſtical Authority be laid afide, ag 
ottrs may be; the Celebration of which has been ordain'd only by Human. 
Prudence, and the Authority of the Church. | 
| And this indeed is true, Thar thoſe Feſtivals which were inſtituted 
by God, could not be aboliſhed by Men; neither ceuld any Man, how 
much ſoever they were abuſed, have raken upon him to aboliſh them, 
| did not therefore ask why the 7ews themſelves, i. e. why the High- 
Prieſt, or the Sanhedrim, or the King for the time being, or whoever 
elſe is ſuppoſed ro have had the ſupreme Eccleſiaſtical Authority in the 


Joile," 
and 


tion of thoſe Feaſts, in which there had been commonly ſo much Luxury, 


no. 
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* #, Bp. Patrick in Exod, xxiii, 144  Dratts 
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thereof with folemn Praiſes and Thankſgivings; and | 


been a means of reforming the Wicked part of the | 
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- genera}, why they were nor laid aſide and aboliſh'd; and laid aſide, with 'F: 


out doubt, they might have been, and aboliſt'd, by 
the ſame Authority by which they had-been before or- 
dain'd, i.e. by. God himſelf: Bur it did not you ſee 
ſeem good ta the Divine Wiſdom to rake this Method 
of preventing the {ſinful Abuſe of ſuch holy Feſtival; 


all that God himſelf thought fit ro do in the Caſe, was | 


Q warn the People againſt rhis prophaning a Religious 
Inſticurion, and to denounce 4 Woe'againit thoſe. that 
did ; to unto them that riſe up early in the Morning, that 
they may follow ſtrong Drink, 8c. WS 

For he knew how inſenſibly we generally are of the 
Divine Benefits, how apt we are to let them {lip out of , 
our Minds, and how neceſſary -it is that our Memory 
thereof ſhonld be frequently refreſh'd; he knew how 
very requiſite it was that ſome ſpecial Times, and Sea- 


fons ſhould be app-:inted for this purpoſe, there being | 


great danger that thar good Work will never be donear 
all, for the doing whereof ſome ſpecial time is not ap 
Pointed : He knew alſo that they were wiſe and relj- 
gious wou'd conſider and underſtand the Loving-kind- 
neſs of God, not only in granting the Bleſſing or Bene: 


fit commemorated, but likewiſe in ordering them to re- | 


joice in his Goodneſs, and to continue the Memory 


that ſuch as were looſe and ſenſual, and givento Intem- 


rance, would not have been reſtrain'd from their '! 
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.ioting and ſinful Extravagances, only by aboliſhing | 


ſuch Seaſon of Piblick Praiſe and Rejoycing ; but that ! | 
If they had not had thoſe, they would have taken other +. 
' Qecaſions. of fulfilling the ſame fleſhly Luſts; fo that 


only to have aboliſhed ſuch Feſtivities, would not have | 


World, 'F hat would {till have been AS Inſting, ſenſual, 
as intemperate, both. then and at other times, as ir too 
commonly was upon the holy Feſtiyal ; for rhe ſame 
corrupt Hears would, ar all times, and uponall occa,, 
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' to the 


* Advantape, altho* there be now (as there were 


by us, that any of theſe Feſtivals, or this of Cope : 
1Q particular, was inſticured (as the'Fewiſh: F va _ 
re 


MS” ps have produced plentifully the ſame corrupe ” © 
" F Fruits; bur co thoſe who-were piouſly and well diſpoſed, ; 


would have been indeed a great detriment and diſad- 
it wou by yo NOS | of thoſe days, to have 
been deprived of thoſe bleſſed Opportunities which 


- 


| were therein afforded them, of contemplating the di- 


vine Goodneſs, and impreſſing rhe ſenſe thereof itrong- 
Iy upon their Minds, and working themlſplves up ro 
higheſt degrees of Love and Gratitude. to God 
their molt bountitul BenefaCtor. 

[n a Word; *Tis. Mater of Fatt, that theſe Feſtivals, 
tho! they had been much prophan'd and abus'd by ſome 
wicked and licentious Perſons, were not, however, by 
any Command of God Jaid afide, or forbidden to be 


 anylonger obſery'd ; and*tis, Ithink, highly probable, 
that the Reaſons above-menrioned.” or ſuch like, were 


the Reaſons why they- were neverthelcſs continued 2 
But however thar be, ſince they were by the Wiſdom 
of: God thought fit to be (till continu'd and obſery 


; 'd 
- notwithſtanding the ill Uſe that ſome prophane and 


rofligate Perſons had made of them; I can ſee no rea- 
on, why the Governors of the Chriſtian Church may 
not,. in. a like Caſe, reaſonably follow the Pattern 


- which the Wiſdom of God has ſet them ; 'and ſtill con- 


tinie the Obſervation of thofe Chriſtian Feſtivals and 
of this in particular) which were inſtituted ar firſt with 
a pious Deſign, and from the Religious Oblervation 
whereof ſuch are as piouſly. and vercuoully inclined 
may, and do, without doubr, receive much Spiritual 

' S3296 my 


' 15 among the Fer) ſome leud and prophane Perſons, 


who, by their wicke1 Abuſe. of them, ſpending them 
in Exceſs and Drunkenneſs, and other Luſfts of the 
Fleſh, do haſten, aſcertain, and much encreaſe their 
own Damnation. EE 

For.tho it can't, indeed, be ſaid, Ir is not pretende 


A 4 | 
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, 


oypoling or contradifing a poſitive Divine Inſtitotion; | 
Yet this, we may-.fay, and this we do affirm, That the | 


 Bleſling and the Benefit which we now commemorate, 
} : (viz. the Redemption of the World by the Incarnation 
of theSonof God, who was manifeſted, as at.this Time, 
to deſtroy the Works of the Devil) was an infinitely 
greater Benefit, rhan-the Deliverance of the ' 1ſraclites 
out of egypt, than the NeſtruCtion of Pharaoh and his 
Hoſt in rhe Red-Ses, or than the miraculous Preſerya- 
tion. of the. Fews for forty | Years in the Wildernels ; fo 
thar if they deſerved to be kept in perpetual Remem- 
brance,. by Annual Feſtivals, inſtituted in Commemy- 
ration thereof, much .more docs this deſerve to be in 
like. manner remember'd with Joy and Thankfolneſs. 
There, was good Reaſon therefore that the Church 
Hould appoint fome Day or Days in the Year, . where- 
on this ſhould bedone; for a Publick Work of Rehgion 
(as chis is) "mult haye a ſpecial Time appointed for it, 
_ or<le 1t:can't be done at all. C4, | 
* .,..Now this is all that the Church does; ſhe appointsa 
certain Time whereon. all her Menibers ſhould meet 


\ 


for this his ineſtimable Benefit ; and that they may be 
furniſh'd with proper matter for Devotion and Medi- 


Portions. of Scripture to be read, and Sermons to be 


from the, Works and Labours of their ordinary Call- 
ings; ahd, as fuitable ro ſuch a Time of Rejoycins, 
 ſhe.comme2nds the Exerciſe of Charity and Hoſpitality ; 
and ſhe may, perhaps, ſaid alfo to permit (but that's 
K the moſt that can be faid) a freer and more plentiful 
| * Uſe. of the good Creatures of 'God, than the Condi- 


ions 


preached, ſuitable to the Occaſion ; and that they mayz 
have Leiſure, and be in betrer Diſpotition of Mind forJ 
this Holy Exerciſe, ſhe diſcharges them, for that Time, 


19 Religions Afſemblies, to ſing and give Praiſes toGod | 


ration, the provides Prayers to be uſed, 'and appoints'] 
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on } ſhauld. be made to' forbid Eating" and\-Drinking#*'Or 


{i- } | ofthe Courſeſt Stuff, 'and after, the Plaineſt Faſhion® 
ats' | And as little Reaſon is there toaboliſh a Religious Feſti- 
be &@_yal, which was well deſigned, and which is of Exce- 


S&H Uſe to ſuch as are Piouſly and- well diſposd, and 
TF#2ich, according to the Obſervation of ic which the 
"Church dire&s, is a very probable Means to' reclaim 
. even'thoſe that are Vicious, and by reminding then 
| of the Mercics and Bleflings of God, which otherwiſe 
; | they would never have thought of ar all, to bring then 
Fs | tolome Senſe of Duty and Gratitude, (as little Reaſon, 
ul | Ifay, is there to aboliſh ſuch a Religious Feſtival) on-. 
i- | !y becauſe ſome prophane Perſons do, and will,/ rake 
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 Uncleanneſs : For 'that 
Faulc is it? Is it not 
which appoints it to be obſery'd, dire that it ſhould - 


be obſerv'd in this manner ? 


No, perhaps you'll fay, that indeed ſhe does not, $ 


ſhe commands it to be kept in a quite different manner; 


but however thus, notwithſtanding all the Proviſion | 


ſhe has made to prevent, it, it has been Kept, and thug 


(after all che Care ſte can take about ir) it probably | 


will be kept by a great many ; and therefore tocut of 
Occaſion from ſuch asi will take Occaſion, we Thi 
it had better nor be kept ar all, but be made again, 
| It once was, a Day of ordinary Work and Labour. 
And do you think then, indeed, that the Aboliſh» 
ment of this Feſtival would help very much to teform 
the World > No fuch matter : For do nor they that 
Eat to Exceſs at chis Time, Eat as much to Exceſs at 
any other Time, when they have Plenty before them 
of ſuch Proviſions as they like ? Are not they that are 
Drunk on the Chriſtmaſs Holydays, as free to be 
Drunk at any other Time of the Year, when they can 
find Time and Money for it ? Do not they that now 
riſe upcarly in the Morning to follow ſtrong Drink, 
and continue until Night, *rill Wine enflame them, do 
the ſame whenever elle in the Year they can get to be 
releasd for a Day or two from the Labours of their 
Calling? Are not they that now ſpend whole Days and: 


they do thus ſpend it, whos # 
their own?' Does the Church } 


| | 


x 


Nights in exceſſive Gaming, to the neglect of their B 


ſineſs;” and the waſting of their Eſtates, and the Impgy: 
yeriſhment of their Families, - as ready and deſirous” 


do the ſame at any other Seaſon of the Year, when they 


can meet with (and ſuch asare never hard to be met. 
Wire Perſons as idle, and as ene cores as themſelves? 


Nay, do not they that ſpend the Chriſtmaſs Holydays 


- | 
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in-Idleneſs and.Excels, and {inful Pleaſures, moſt com- 
tmanly ſpend all other Days dedicated to Religion after 


the Gme-manner? Do nat they commonly make the |, 


as 
Ii4! $1 


FN ot they commonly pend the Lord's Day it ſelf 


rk. | @ idly and as ſinfally as they do Chriſtmaſs Day ? Ir is 
uld 1 not therefore the Day that corrupts or helps to ſpoil 


the Men, but they arc the Men that corrupt and - on 


| the Day. And therefore if in order to prevent and re- 


frm this Abuſe, it be necefſary to Aboliſh any one 


| Day that has too cuſtomarily been thus abusd and pro-! 


phan'd; it will be neceflary, for the ſame Reaſon, to | 


; | aboliſhall other Days that have been'in the like manner 


prophan'd, or that arc liable to be in the like manner 
abusd: And then, that Men may have no Time or 
Leifure for their Vices, it will be neceflary that they 
ſhould. be kept (as the Iſraelites were in the Egyptian 
Bondage). to hard and continual Labour, for if ever 


| they are ſuffer'd to ceaſe from their Burdens, they will 


(ſuch ofthem, I mean, as are wickedly and prophane- 
ly enclin'd ; they will) be employing that leiſure Time 
in making Provifton for the Fleſh, to fulfil the Luſts 
therefore. I hen, thar none may have Time for their 
Vices, none muſt have any leiſure Time from their 
Works for the Exerciſe of Religion ; for the ſame 
Time thar the Pious and Religious do ſpend in the Ex- 
erciſe of Devotion, the ſame will the Prophane and 
 Profligate ſpend in the ſinful Luſt of the Fleſh; the 
Conſequence of which will be, that as then there will 
Pn be lcfs Vice and Looſeneſs, leſs Rioting and 
Drunkennels, fo there will be likewiſe leſs Religion 


- | andleſs Devotion ; for theſe can no more be prattisd 


>} withour Time than the other. And, I doubr, the 
18] World, in the whole, would be then much worſe than 


{t is now ;, for it is better, that with a mixture of bad, 


| thereſhould be ſome good Perſons in the World, than \ 43 


that chere ſhould be none ar all goed in it; and none 
good there could be, if all Men were held to their La- 

urs and their Burdens wirchour ceaſing, and without 
{ntermiflion. 


1. There isno-xcafon therefore, 1chink, that any _ 
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be aboliſt'd, only becauſe ſome People are fo, 
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as torurn'it into a Day of.Intemperance and Senſuatity;Þ*; 
becauſe the wolihing the Day would not alone {ery [$7 
e 5 > F; 


ro prevent the Wickedneſs that is a&ted' upon 
would bur only pur off the aCting 'it from this 


aſide, be depriv'd of an excellent Means of Religion, 


and help to their Devorion ; and that great Myſtery of | 
Godlinefs, which we now commemorate, God manifeft |; 


-in the Fleſh, would more ſeldom be had: in remem. 


' brance and ' refleted upon; and in' Time to come 


(this Annual Memorial of it being deſtroy'd-and:taken 
away) would-be in danger of being quite forgotten. 


Thus much I choughr ir reafonable to ſay at thi; | 
. Time, ro juſtify rhe Wiſdom and Piety of the Church, | 


-as well in {till retaining the Obſervation of this-gtear 
Feſtival; in Memory Fiche Birth of the King of Hea- 
- ven, as in Its firſt Inftirntion, and that notwithſtand- 
-ing the 11] Uſe rtharthe Prophane and L.centious have 
made, and, *tis likely, will till make of it. 


- 


. . But nothing can be ſaid tojultify their Wicked Abuſe 
of-it ; for, Ho unto them, ſays the Prophet in the Text, | 


#hot-riſe up early in the Morning that they may follow ſtrong 


Drizk, that continue until Night till Wine enflame them. And | 


\the Harp and the Viol, the Tabret and Pipe, and Wint are mn 
their Feaſts, but they regard not the Work of the Lord, neither 
conſider the Operation of. bis Hands. 


The proper Application of which Words, tothe great | 


Feſtival that we ar this Time celebrate, will be, 1up- 


poſe, by thewing, Firf, What that Work ofthe Lord 
- iswhich we oughr ar this Time to have regard to, and 


ro excerciſe - our Meditations upon ; Secondly, W hat 


_Fhoughts and Aﬀections towards God, the Conſidera- 


tion thereof is proper ro work in us, and what Influ- 
ence it ought to have upon our Lives ; "And, Thirdy, 
laftiy, 
* 8 - preſent 


It it}, 
| : [ Day to | 

ſome other Day; and, in the mean Time, they that |. ; 
are_devoutly inclin'd, would, by the days being laid | ; 


. . 


OUR II ET" "Ir" -/ ae 5, 5 
kb 


How very uiſuitable ro the Occaſion of; our | 
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| And this | | 
| Work/of God which we are now more eſpecially to 
| confider; is his 


—_ 


| alarly—— 
Perſon; upholding all things by the Word of bis Power , that 


God. © All thinps were made by him, and without him was 


| the Nicene Creed, wherein declaring our Belict of this 


| World; nay, that he came not with fo much Glory 


: ſent, the only begotten ' Son 'of God ; He who was 7be 


ſaving, the Cuſtom is, of thoſe — 
| tious Perſons, who ſpend this Time 

g and Drunkenneſs, and other {inful Luſts of 
- of all which very briefly. Fe Ti 
\:1, Then, I ſhall briefly ſhew, what that Work of 
the Lord is, which we ought at thisrime to have'a ſpe- 
and to exerciſe our Meditations-upon. 
been often already intimated : That 


; f 


has 


ſending (as at this time): his own Sort 
aro the World, for the Redemprion of Mankind: 
And here we ſhould do well to conſider more parti- 


- The Greatneſs and: Dignity of the Perſon that was 
Brightneſs of the Father's Glory, and the expreſs Image of his | 


Eternal A%yG-, of whom St. Fobn ſpeaking, ſays, in 
the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
ind the Word was God ; the ſame was int the beginning with 


wot any thing made that was made. The Senſe of which 
is yery- well expreſsd in the Creed commonly call'd 


Article, we are taught. to ſay, I believe in one Lord Fe- 
fus Chriſt, the only begotten Son of God, begotten of his EF a- 
ther before gil Worlds, God of God, Light of Light, wery 
God of "6. God, begotten not made, being of one Subſtance 
withtbe Father, and by whom all things were made. Such 
was the Perſon whoſe coming into the World we at 
this time commemorate. oy 
IT. Another thing proper to be now confſider'd by us, 
is the manner of his' being fenr ; That he came nor in 
the Glory of his Father, with the holy Angels, as he will © 
come hereafter, when he ſhall return to judge the 


as the Angels of Light had becn uſed to appear in, when 
they were ſent by God on ſome Meſſage to Men ;' but 
-» pai 5.ON's : 
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emptied hintfetf, 2s the Apoſtle expreſſes ir, Þhrf.ii. 3, Ecu/ 


he laid afide his Majeſty and Glory ; he develted himſelf for a while 74,7 he 
indeed of his Etcrnal God-head, tor that could not be, bur) of theGlay' Þ 5 
which he had with his Father before all Worlds, and took _—_ Sup 
form of a Servant, ana was made in the likeneſs of Men. He whon the | iv 
Heavens and the Heaycn of Heavens could not contain, condeſcended, hy _ 
aſſuming the Human Nature, rhe Soul and-Body of Man to himlelf, tobe - 
as it were) circumſcriled and limited within the ſme narrow Bounds that- |. 
we are; The Word was mail Fleſh and tiwelt among us : And neither was. 
his dwelling among vs after the manner of earthly Kings and Princes, with 
State and Magnificence, in Splendor and Plenty ; bat he appear'd among | 
us as oneof the meaneſt of Men, as the Son of a Carpenter, of % Man who 
earn'd his Living by his Labour ;- with whom alſo, vnril the time that he | 
began to preach ( which was not till he was about Thirty Years old ) he 
is generally believ'd to liave work'd at the ſame Trade. Neither. after 
thar, was his way Of Living advanc'd yz for he had then no Houſe' of this 
own to lay his Head in, no Eftate of his own to live upon, bur was. for. 
the moſt part maintain'd by Charity and Contribution. Was ever. ſuch. 
Condeſcention before heard of ? Or cobld it enter into the Heart bf Man 
_ that ſuch a thing could be ? Great. indeed, might the Apoſtle well ſay, it | 
thu Myſtery of Goalinefs, God manifeſted in the Fleſh, _ But=—— +: bo 
II. Another thing proper to exerciſe our Medication upon at this Sea«' | 
ſon, is the End and Dehgn of this Incarnation of the Son of God 3 which, ' 
in getieral, was the Redemption of Mankind frem that wretched, deplo- 
Table and deſperare Stare, which by Sin they had plung'd themſeIves into. © 
For this purpoſe, Taith the Apoltie, rhe Son of God was manifeſted,” thar | 
be might deſtroy the Works of the Devil, 1 John iii, 8; Ant God ſo lived Þ 
#he World, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth | 
in him ſhould not periſh, but' have everlaſting Life, _ For God ſent not | 
his Son into the World to condemn the World, but that the World thre tf 
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him might be ſaved; ſo we are told by our Saviour himſelf, 7ohs iii, Þ th 
16,17, This was the gracious Defign of God and our Saviour in this a 
wonderful and myſterious Undertaking ; to make Peace for us, andto. | Vi 
preach Peace,to vs ; to reconcile us to God, and io ſave us from our Sing, | N 
and to redeem our Souls from Deſtruction, | ſe 
In order to which, and as a means of accompliſhing, which graciotis _ 1 A 
Defign ; (and that's another thing proper to be now confider'd, . and me- | 
gitated upon, ) | / | Ip 
1V. He not only took upon him' out Nature, in thiat to converſe freely ÞF' w 
and familiarly with us, and to teach us both by his Precepts and by his |. 
Example the way we were to take to be happy ; but in this Nature united Þ G 
to the Diviniry, he pay'd-the Price of our Redemption, he gave his Life F ft 
&k Ranſom for a7; For iz him (as the Apoſtle ſays) we have Redemption F' 


S through his \Blood, even the Forgiveneſs of $:ns, Cal. i 14. And this 1n< P 
'_ © deed\ ſeems to have becn the main defiga of his coming ; the chief Reaſon: Þ 2) 
for wich it was necvfſary that He ſhonld beconte Man, For the ſame : 
4-4" LENS Precopt $ 
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) be | lation of Himſelf A 
ate | fice, Oblatin and Satisfafion for the Sins of the whole World, This was 


* bis | eto do.; this was what by his Incarnation, #z. e. by his being 

ſuch |} IT ts 2. | 

Mad |. Men, Þ umbled himſelf, and became obedient unto death, even the k 
AF death of the Cro/r, Phil, ii. $8. 'Aod this is that wonderful Work of God y ( 


N | #hich ye.oughr, now eſpecially, ro regard ; this is that Qperation of his 


ly ÞF yay, This therefore< 

us | IL. Is the Influence which the Conſideration of that great Myſtery of 
xd | Godlineſs, which we now commemorate, ſhould have upon our Lives; wa 
fe * ſhould look upon our ſelves as the Redeemed of the Lord, and not live any 
os longer to our ſelves, but unto him that died for us ; being bought with a - 


w- | Price, and that zo with corruptible things as Silver aud Gold, but with 
nm } *he preview Blevd of the Son of Grd, made Man, we ſhould aſſert opr Free- 
ns _ 


; h 1 def x pur Fu end, 
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' of Darknels:. PE qo be more EY: Fa, t io 'brel Wh 


now.arafiis very. time to. fell our ſelves a ge to (has Sl; Say r y th Im 
weſgem to Rejoyce liar we were redeen elf fer” 
he ani þ redeem. us from all Iniquity, cn phrife a = we EPL 
Peotle vealogs.t of good. Works ; 1s.it not then a oy ai vox wy 
| ou men 
racmorating . chis Benefit, that Iniquity/hduld abound n OW ,, Tall 
than, at gther times ?' And that our Lovet to God, and Zeal for | 
vice,” ſhoy!d,now be more cold, "when it 'ought'to be'' molt” fla 
operative? Is ic not .very., abſurd, that at this very. fo Xt 
on purpoſe to commemorate « our Lord's Birth, and in the © zing. 
we pretend to bear. this timeemply' d,ve ſhould ſo far forge er,” 
cdhlider, .wbar was the Delig + d' 
grearelt poſſible Cont diGiga thereto; -h Meth mak » bl r; | 
Occaſion and Opportunity, but hoon his iſe ro think Tt an Þ 
| Joſtificatign of our: allowing our ſelyes in ſuch irrpaariies oF 
v2gances of Life and Behaviour, as ve, our ſelves ſhoulc ain 
any other time ? "OR 
Thar this is the manner of a great man People! S hee | 
F'm ſure I hall not need to tell * you ; Bac pe fs berrerrhi op di 
x, that accompany Salvation,” I hope you to,” and. 
= it of us may, ſo, regard the Wark * 'of - 47 Lord, ſo kth te 
2nd refleQ npon thz' Defiga of. our Saviour's firſt coming, ay ke 
Fealt.jn remembrance'thereof in a manner agrecable ro the 'octali fol, 
and Tikewile 0, order our, Whole Lives conformably cicteakl at” 
his cat pi gowig' to) judge 'the World, we may be found"an; coepedd 
ight Mah rheſame our Lord Jeſus Chrift, x0! whe o—_ 


le.) N 
|S and the Holy Guolt, be 'all Honour' and Slory,” now and I 
Amen. ; | 
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